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Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to Barlow Bears

We hope that this booklet will help you to settle your child to Barlow Bears, and go some way to answering your questions and make you feel welcome.

Do start talking about Barlow Bears with your child so that he/she knows what to expect. Let them know it is a friendly place and something to look forward to. 
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ABOUT BARLOW BEARS

· Barlow Bears is a play based sessional care provision for 2-3 year olds.
· It is part of Barlow Hall Primary School and our Early Years Foundation Stage. 
· It is run by school staff – Lisa Micklewright, Early Years Educator, Elle Sharrock and Petra Islam, EYFS TAs supported by Evonne Williams, Assistant Headteacher for Early Years. We are also supported by Liz Clay and Matt Taylor-Roberts, Outreach Workers from the Sure Start Children’s Centre.
· Barlow Bears provision is 15 hours per week, either:
· 5 mornings  	8.45 – 11.45am
· 5 afternoons  	12 – 3pm
· 2 full days and a morning or afternoon session
· Barlow Bears provision is situated in Darley Avenue Sure Start Children’s Centre, part of Barlow Hall Primary School.
· Eligible children will get a free place.

BARLOW BEARS ETHOS

· To provide fun, stimulating, play experiences where children can develop and thrive in a safe and nurturing learning environment.
· To develop close relationships with our parents and carers in order to support families and children in our local community.
· To work closely with local partners such as Sure Start Outreach Workers, Health Visitors, Speech and Language development workers in order to provide the best start to our children’s education, nurture and welfare.
· To support parents and children to become school ready by gradual transition to Nursery and being part of the Barlow Hall Primary School family.

STARTING BARLOW BEARS

We want your child – and you! – to enjoy their transition to Barlow Bears. Transition will usually look like this:

Admission process before your child starts:
You will complete an admissions form. The Barlow Bears Team will complete a home visit with you and your child.  You will have the opportunity to come to a Transition Visit to see the Barlow Bears indoor and outdoor provision and meet the Barlow Bears Team. Please give us as much information as you can about your child. It is important that we know about any additional needs or concerns or worries you may have so that we can make sure we can meet your child’s needs effectively.

Starting Barlow Bears

Week 1
Day 1: 	Stay for an hour
Day 2: 	Stay for an hour
Day 3:  	Stay for 2 hours 
Day 4:  	Stay for 2 hours
Day 5 : 	Stay for 2 hours

Week 2: Your child can be left for longer periods if they are ready.

Week 3: We aim for all children to be ready to stay for most of the session by the end of week 3.

We will be flexible about transition and we can accommodate a longer transition if your child needs this. 



SETTLING IN

Settling into Barlow Bears is an important time for young children and their families. For some children this is the first time they may have been left with another person and often the first time they have been left in a larger environment. At Barlow Bears we aim to make this process as smooth as possible. All families are unique and as such their individual needs are considered throughout the settling process.
On your child’s start date parents/carers should:
· Arrive promptly to allow your child to be welcomed by their key person.
By the end of the third week parents/carers should:
· Be prepared to leave your child with their key person even if they become upset. We are very experienced at dealing with these situations so please try not to worry.
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We hope that by working with parents/carers we can provide the best possible start for your child’s entry to Barlow Bears, laying firm foundations for the future at Barlow Hall Primary School.

We are very lucky to hold our sessions in our local Sure Start Children’s Centre where there will be access for parents to many services and advice from an experienced team; including outreach support, health, adult education, volunteering programme, self-help counselling and parenting support. Please speak with the outreach workers who will be happy to provide further information on any of the above.



BARLOW BEARS TIMES

Morning Sessions
8.45  – 11.45am

Afternoon Sessions
12 – 3pm

Full Day Sessions
8.45am – 3pm

If your child is attending full day sessions, you will need to provide them with a packed lunch.  Our school is proud to have achieved the Gold ‘Healthy Schools Award’.  We ask that parents provide packed lunches which are nutritionally balanced. They must not contain sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks. Crisps, due to their salt content are not recommended by the Food Standards agency.  Ask for one of our healthy lunch box leaflets if you need more information.

It is important to arrive and collect your child on time.

If you will be unavoidably late picking up, please telephone so we can explain this to your child. Young children often become distressed if their parents/carers are not here on time. Please telephone either the school office on 0161 881 2158 or the Sure Start centre on 0161 245 7013. If someone other than yourself or a regular person we know about is picking up, please telephone the school or the Sure Start centre. If we are in any doubt we will not send a child home until we have phoned you or your emergency contacts.

Your child should be brought to Barlow Bears and collected by a responsible person over the age of 16.


OUR DAILY ROUTINE

· Children and parents are asked to wait in the reception area of the Sure Start Children’s Centre until a member of staff collects your child.
· Their first task will be to find their photograph and name. 
· During the day there will be time for the children to drink milk together and eat a fruit snack. This is an important learning time where good manners, waiting and speaking and listening skills are practised. 
· We will provide a water bottle which the children will have independent access to throughout the day. 
· We will build up to 2 group times during the session. 
· To begin with the group times will be based on speaking and listening and story times.
· Children will be expected to help tidy their toys and follow instructions.
· At home time parents and carers should wait in the reception area of the Sure Start Children’s Centre until a  member of staff brings your child to you.
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HOW WE LEARN AT BARLOW BEARS

Our children will learn through fun play activities, which will be carefully planned to take into consideration children’s abilities, needs and most importantly what they are interested in. They will be encouraged to join in all the activities, to be independent and to make choices.

We offer a rich and varied play curriculum in a safe and inviting environment. We understand that children develop at their own pace, and as experienced early years practitioners we will follow the children’s lead. Children learn best when they are happy, safe and secure. The Barlow Bears Team is here to guide and teach and will get to know you and your child well during their time here. 

Our environment indoors and outdoors is planned to enable children the opportunity to extend and develop their play skills, physical skills and language and learning across all areas of the curriculum. We respond to the children’s interests – if a particular activity has been out for a long time it may mean that the children are enjoying it and there is a lot of learning happening.
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RECORD KEEPING/ PARENT INVOLVEMENT

In order to plan for your child’s development, we will make observations of your child as they play. We will share these with you on your child’s online learning journal. We love to hear what your child has been doing at home as well and you will be able to access and contribute to your child’s learning journey online via Tapestry.  You will be able to upload photos or tell us what they have been doing.  Parent account information will be provided.

Please ensure that the school office has your email address and phone number so you can subscribe to the ParentApp to enable you to receive all school letters and communication.
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SICKNESS AND ABSENCE

Please inform us of the reason your child is absent from Barlow Bears and of any infectious illnesses to that we can inform other parents and carers. Following a bout of sickness or diarrhoea, we ask that your keep your child at home for a full 48 hours after the last episode.

Should your child become ill at Barlow Bears, we will contact you as soon as possible so that they can be collected. Please help us by keeping contact numbers up to date.

ACCIDENTS

Accidents requiring treatment are recorded in our accident book. We will also let you know if we have given first aid to your child that day.   We may telephone you if we feel you need to know about an accident, particularly involving a head or mouth injury.

SAFEGUARDING

Barlow Bears has a duty of care to all children to ensure they are safe and free from harm. If your child has any accidents or has hurt themselves, please let their key person or a member of the team know when you bring them in. We are duty bound to follow up any unusual marks or injuries.

HEADPHONES AND MOBILE PHONES
In order for your child to get the best possible start to their day we ask that you do not use a mobile or come into the school grounds wearing headphones/earphones.  This supports our ethos of mutual respect and the importance we place on listening and attention.

CLOTHING

Please write your child’s name in all clothes and shoes. Young children need to wear clothes that are easy to manage so that they can learn to be independent. They need clothing that helps them to go to the toilet easily so belts, braces, tight fitting trousers and tights are inappropriate.

Depending on your child’s age and stage of development, we will assist you with toilet training - please bring spare clothing as accidents will occur during play. Trousers with an elasticated waist are best at this early stage.

 WHAT TO WEAR

Please do not send your child into Barlow Bears in their best clothes! We will try our best to keep your children clean and help them to learn to use aprons and protective clothing. However, we encourage the children to be actively independent inside and outside and sometimes clothes will get dirty with mud, paint etc.

Where possible children should wear shoes they can manage to take off themselves such as Velcro. Please avoid lace up shoes and boots.  On warm days children will need a hat labelled with your child’s name. On a hot day please apply sun cream to children before they come to school.

We play outside every day so children will need a warm coat and suitable shoes for running and climbing. Children will also need a pair of wellies to keep in the Barlow Bears classroom.
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HOME AND SCHOOL

We recognise that children come into Barlow Bears having learnt so much at home. We aim to build on these initial learning experiences and provide a range of opportunities such as sending home weekly story books. Please encourage your child to carefully look after anything that he/she takes home from school. We welcome photographs of anything you have been doing together so that we can put them into our family books in the book corner or use to talk to children and develop their language skills.  You will be able to upload these photographs on your child’s Tapestry account.
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TALKING TO THE BARLOW BEARS TEAM

Communication with parents and carers is very important to us at Barlow Hall Primary School. This partnership between school and home begins on our transition visits and we hope develops and continues throughout your child’s stay in Barlow Bears. 

Your main point of contact will be your child’s key person. Please speak to them, any member of the Barlow Bears team or 
Mrs Williams who is the Assistant Headteacher for Early Years if you have any worries or concerns.  Please telephone the school via the main office on 0161 881 2158, or email admin@barlowhallprimary.co.uk or Mrs Williams at e.williams@barlowhallprimary.co.uk if you need to speak to a member of school staff regarding any issues.

Emails will be responded to within 3 working days. If you require a response before this time, please ring the school on 0161 881 2158 to arrange an appointment. Please note that nearly all our communication will be via class email or the ParentApp so it is vital that you log in to these.


We hope that this booklet has been informative, however if you require any further information please do not hesitate to ask.

Thank you as always for your support.  It is only working together with you that we can enable each of your children to achieve their very best.
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